
 

Book Review Mini-Critique
Below you will find ratings (scale of 1-5) with general descriptions for the major parts of your
book followed by your Readers' Favorite review. Although this is just a Mini-Critique, we hope it
will give you an insight into how readers may view the different components of your book.

These are the opinions of your reviewer, and although they are not a literary professional, they
are an avid reader of books just like yours.
   
Title:  Kermes Vermilio

Author:  Yellow Streamers

Genre:  Fiction - Fantasy - General

  
Appearance: The appearance of a book can make a significant impact on the

experience of a reader, whose enjoyment is often enhanced by an
enticing cover, an intriguing table of contents, interesting chapter
headings, and when possible, eye-catching illustrations.5

  
Plot: The characters of a book should be well defined with strengths and

flaws, and while they do not have to be likable, the reader does
have to be able to form a connection with them. The tone should be
consistent, the theme should be clear, and the plot should be
original or told from a unique perspective. For informative books --
those without plot and characters--this rating refers primarily to
your concept and how well you presented it.

5

  
Development: Development refers to how effectively you told your story or

discussed your topic. The dialogue should be realistic, the
descriptions should be vivid, and the material should be concise
and coherent. Organization is also a key factor, especially for
informative books -- those without plot and characters. The order in
which you tell your story or explain your topic and how smoothly it
flows can have a huge impact on the reader's understanding and
enjoyment of the material.

5

  



Formatting: Formatting is the single most overlooked area by authors. The way
in which you describe scenes, display dialogue, and shift point of
view can make or break your story. In addition, excessive
grammatical errors and typos can give your book an amateurish
feel and even put off readers completely.

5
  
Marketability: Marketability refers to how effectively you wrote your book for your

target audience. Authors may include content that is above or
below the understanding of their target reader, or include concepts,
opinions or language that can accidentally confuse or alienate some
readers. Although by its nature this rating is very subjective, a very
low rating here and poor reviews may indicate an issue with your
book in this area.

4

  
Overall Opinion: The overall starred rating takes into account all these elements and

describes the overall reading experience of your reviewer. This is
the official Readers' Favorite review rating for your book.5

  
Review: Reviewed by Pikasho Deka for Readers' Favorite

Get ready for a wild, fantastical ride full of magic, mystery, and
mayhem with Kermes Vermilio by Yellow Streamers. Two millennia
ago, a young girl born out of darkness stumbled upon a book and
gained the ability to bend reality to her own will. Named Medusa,
she was eventually decried as a witch and persecuted. In the 20th
century, the Prior family suffered from an unexplainable curse as
their descendants always inadvertently ran into misfortune. When a
series of murders around the Vermilion River in the early 90s
created waves, Detectives Savannah Handorf and Fred Bass
investigated the case, leading them to the Prior family. Now in the
present, seventeen-year-old Cassie and her lover Hayden Prior are
the only ones capable of standing up against a resurgent Medusa
and stopping her from annihilating everything in her path.

Thematically rich and narratively poignant, Kermes Vermilio is a
unique piece of work that is well worth a read. Author Yellow
Streamers crafts an epic fantastical tale spanning two millennia and
featuring multiple POV narratives with characters from different
eras to deliver a vivid and visceral world you will immerse yourself
in completely. The experimental narrative style with timeline jumps
and a plethora of characters may make the story somewhat
challenging, but the end result is something beautiful to behold. All
the characters serve a purpose, whether to drive the plot forward or
support the themes the author delves into. At times, the narrative
feels cinematic. If you're looking for something uniquely authentic, I
recommend Kermes Vermilio.


